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INTENT 

At Moorlands Primary School, we have designed our English curriculum with the intent that all 

children, regardless of background, will become confident speakers, fluent, insightful readers and 

technically skilled, creative writers. Our children engage with a range of genres and develop their 

understanding of fiction and non-fiction styles. 

Furthermore, we have developed a curriculum that instils a love of reading and writing, which we 

hope will stay with our young learners for life. We understand that a good grasp of English, including 

speaking and listening, is the foundation of the entire curriculum and that children who are 

confident and adept readers, writers, and communicators will be empowered to succeed in all other 

areas. 

We believe strongly in the vital role played by parents and carers in the development of spoken 
language, reading, writing and in the nurturing of positive habits, particularly in attitudes towards 
reading. We welcome this and value their contribution. 

To develop the appropriate subject specific knowledge, skills and understanding set out in the 

National Curriculum, we have built our English curriculum upon principles from Chris Quigley’s 

Essentials Curriculum and Hampshire Inspection and Advisory Service.  

 

We foster effective communicators by developing:  

 Attentive listening in order to understand what is being said.  

 A rich and varied vocabulary that gives clarity and interest to conversations. 

 Clear speech that can be easily understood by a range of audiences. 

 An excellent grasp of the rules used in English conversation, such as tenses and the grammatical 
structure of sentences. 

 An ability to tell stories that capture the interest and imagination of the audience. 

 A delight in initiating and joining in conversations. 

 Respect for others when communicating, even when views differ. 
 

We deliver a Reading curriculum, which develops:  

 Excellent phonic knowledge and skills. 
• Fluency and accuracy in reading across a wide range of contexts throughout the curriculum. 
• Knowledge of an extensive and rich vocabulary. 
• An excellent comprehension of texts. 
• The motivation to read for both learning and for pleasure. 
• Extensive knowledge through having read a rich and varied range of texts. 
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We deliver a Writing curriculum, which develops:  

 The ability to write fluently and with interesting detail on a number of topics throughout the 
curriculum. 

 A vivid imagination which makes readers engage with and enjoy their writing. 

 A highly developed vocabulary and an excellent knowledge of writing techniques to extend details 
or description. 

 Well-organised and structured writing, which includes a variety of sentence structures. 

 Excellent transcription skills that ensure their writing is well presented and punctuated, spelled 
correctly and neat. 

 A love of writing and an appreciation of its educational, cultural and entertainment values. 

 

SPOKEN LANGUAGE IMPLEMENTATION 

Year R 
In Year R, our curriculum fosters high-quality communication and language development. Children 
are encouraged to participate in group and class discussions, and those who struggle with 
communication receive targeted interventions. Through continuous provision and an immersive 
learning environment, children practice new language skills in varied contexts like role-play and 
exploration activities. Adults model effective speaking and listening behaviours, promoting clear 
communication and active listening. Vocabulary is shared with parents each term to support learning 
at home. 
 
Year 1 and Beyond 
The Spoken Language National Curriculum objectives have been broken down into smaller building 
blocks that are logically sequenced to support children’s development across the curriculum. 
 
Philosophy for Children (P4C)  
At Moorlands, we integrate Philosophy for Children (P4C) into our curriculum to encourage critical 
thinking, collaboration, and effective communication. P4C provides children with opportunities to 
engage in meaningful discussions where they can explore big ideas, ask questions, and consider 
different perspectives. This approach nurtures their ability to think deeply, reason logically, and 
express themselves with confidence. By fostering an open-minded and reflective mindset, P4C helps 
children develop not only their cognitive skills but also their emotional and social awareness, 
contributing to their overall development as thoughtful, respectful, and empathetic individuals. 

 

READING IMPLEMENTATION 

Year R and Year 1 
 
In Year R and Year 1, reading is taught using shared readers linked to our chosen Phonics 
programme: FFT Success for All Phonics. 
 
Shared Readers are fully decodable texts in a wide range of genres that include familiar characters, 
settings and topics relevant to children of all ages. Over the course of three terms, children read 32 
Shared Readers linked to the progression of sounds in their daily phonic lessons.  
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It is important that children do not simply know their phonics but can apply that knowledge to the 
skill of reading itself. The Shared Readers are carefully aligned to the phonics lessons and allow 
children to practise reading the new and recently taught GPCs as well as the Common Exception 
Words to which they have been introduced.  
 
To support both teachers and children, the Shared Reader lessons follow a consistent daily structure. 
This consistent approach enables lessons to be taught with pace as everybody understands the 
routine and what is expected. Each Shared Reader is designed to be read over five days.  
 
In addition, the five-day schedule also provides opportunities to develop comprehension, fluent 
reading and to consolidate letter formation, spelling and sentence writing. During their reading 
sessions, children are introduced to conventions for grammar and punctuation, so they learn how 
they impact on reading. Understanding these conventions also aids comprehension and their ability, 
eventually, to write with meaning. 
 

             

 
 

Year 2 
 
Year 2 revisit Phonics and Shared Readers from the ‘Success for All Phonics’ scheme as appropriate 
during the Autumn term before moving onto FFT’s ‘Routes to Reading’ scheme.  
 
‘Routes to Reading’ is designed to enable children to master the skills, knowledge and understanding 
for reading fluency and comprehension. On their route, they experience texts from a range of genres 
and text types.  
 
Each of the 15 texts in the Year 2 series has 10 session plans, set out as Maps. These Maps will guide 
the teacher and the pupils through the learning, with the aim to reach the end of each text journey 
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with reading success - meeting the intended learning objectives and goals from the Year 2 National 
Curriculum for Reading.  
 
Each set of Maps includes opportunities for children to use and refine comprehension strategies and 
use a bank of reading journal activities. The Maps have a ‘Teach and Read’ section followed by a 
chance to ‘Apply and Review’. The programme builds on pupils’ phonemic knowledge, decoding, 
fluency and comprehension skills from Year 1. Progression from decoding to increased fluency and 
comprehension will come from quality teaching, modelling, practise and application across the 
programme. 
 
The Year 2 Routes to Reading programme builds on the EEF’s guidance around reading fluency. The 
sequence of Maps allows the pupils to use: choral read, echo read, partner read and independent 
read for the text for each book. Once pupils develop their fluency and adopt a fluent reading style, 
they can free up cognitive resources and redirect them towards reading comprehension. The teacher 
provides support by modelling fluency and, gradually, this support is reduced so that the pupil is 
capable of reading independently with increased fluency. 
 
Routes to Reading is supported by and strengthened with FFT’s ‘Spelling with the Jungle Club’ 
scheme. 
 

 

      
 
 
Key Stage 2 
 
In Key Stage 2, whole class reading lessons are taught through a carefully developed sequence of 

learning based on rich texts. The unit of work consists of a guided phase of learning and an 

independent phase of learning.  

During the guided phase, skills are modelled by the teacher during the lesson. When the children 

then progress onto the independent phase, they apply these skills independently. The majority of 

children continue to read the whole class text during the independent phase. Some children, who 

are still requiring more support with their decoding, are given differentiated text suited to their 
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needs. Children who are still working on Phonics will continue to learn Phonics and read the linked 

reading book. 

 

 
 
The chosen texts offer variety across a range of genres and text types, including fiction, non-fiction 

and poetry titles. They have been written by different authors and illustrators, making the collection 

exciting and engaging. Links are made with other areas of learning where appropriate to support the 

children with remembering more and knowing more. 

Each text offers unique themes and challenges, gradually building upon the previous one to enhance 

children’s literary understanding. The texts and themes become slightly more complex as the 

children progress through the school.   

Each learning journey includes rich authentic tasks, which are meaningful and engaging, and 
designed to ensure all children are supported and challenged. Reading skills are developed in a 
combined way so that pupils develop the ability to predict, clarify, infer, question and summarise for 
meaningful reading experiences and to comprehend the text. This enables children to read for 
deeper meaning within one text.  
 
Teachers adapt and scaffold learning as appropriate. Questions can vary in complexity, reading 

extracts can vary in length, reading journal tasks can be shortened or lengthened as appropriate and 

a range of higher order questions and expectations can be put in place for those pupils who are able 

to grasp the concepts and ideas more quickly or who have a higher level of reading fluency and 

comprehension.  

Fluency development is interwoven within the journey so that children are able to read and 
understand texts independently with greater success. If fluency isn’t strong, more time will be 
dedicated to this.  
 
Each year, rich texts are reviewed by teachers for suitability and effectiveness and overviews are 
updated as required.  
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Themes, fluency and comprehension skills are mapped out for each text: 
 

 
 

 
 
Children learn about the areas of reading comprehension through character dog profiles. This helps 
them to remember the skills and strategies they are learning: 
 



7 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



8 
 

Phonics Programme: 
 
At Moorlands, we follow the FFT ‘Success for All Phonics’ programme, which allows the children to 
learn phonics through a highly structured programme of daily lessons across Year R and Key Stage 1.  
 
Children take part in a daily Phonics lesson as well as a linked reading or writing lesson every day. 
There are additional ‘Keep Up, Catch Up’ opportunities for children who find this area of learning 
more difficult.   
 
Each child takes home a reading book appropriately matched to their phonics level. They also have 
access to these books electronically.  
 
Each session gives an opportunity for children to revisit their previous experience, learn new skills, 
practice together and apply what they have learned and celebrate their achievements.  
 
 
 
It follows the teaching principles of:  
 
• Revisit and Review  
• Teach and Model  
• Practise and Apply  
 
 
 
Celebrating Achievement and Assessment Time is incorporated to allow for consolidation so that 
children can secure their skills, knowledge and understanding.  
 
A synthetic approach to teaching ‘pure sounds’ and the skills of segmenting and blending are 
incorporated into the teaching and learning materials. Lessons are planned so that children build on 
their skills sequentially and systematically and can be adapted and modified to meet the needs of 
the children accordingly.  

 
Reading materials have been designed to support rapid and sustained progress and are well 
matched to the scope and sequence of the programme. A comprehensive set of decodable shared 
readers compliments the programme.  
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Home Reading: 

 
We send home a profile of a reader page for parents to support them with what learning takes place 
in each year group and how this learning can be taught and practised: 
 

 
 
Children take home a ‘Learn to Read’ book and a ‘Love to Read’ book.  
 
Learn to Read: 
 
In Year R, Year 1 and across the school where appropriate, children are given a home reading book 
by their teacher, which is closely matched to their phonics learning. They take home this book after 
reading it in class all week and then keep it until the following week in order to practice regularly and 
develop fluency. They can also access this text electronically. 
 
In Year 2, children take home the shared reader that they have been reading in class reading lessons.  
 
In Key Stage 2, children take home a colour banded book of which their teacher has assessed to be 
the appropriate level for them to access. Children should be able to read approximately 90% of the 
text independently with 10% challenge to help them further develop their decoding and fluency 
skills. Children also visit the library weekly to take home a book of their choice. 
 
Love to Read: 
 
Love to Read books are high quality books from our library. These books can be read to the children 
at home or the reading can be shared.  
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Each child is provided with a home reading diary where their home reading is recorded. We expect 
children to read at least 4 times a week. Teachers sign the reading diaries each week, noting children 
who are not reading regularly at home. This is followed up with a friendly conversation with the 
parent and reminder messages sent home. 
 
Our Moorlands “Reading Rocket Rewards” is designed to encourage the children to read at home 
regularly and to celebrate their achievements: 

           
Every book recorded in their reading diary earns them a house point. Children who read a minimum 
of 4 times per week reach a ‘star’ in their booklet. Once all the stars on that page are achieved, 
children reach a planet. Each time a planet is achieved, children receive a certificate to take home. 
Children then start working towards earning the next planet.  

 
The Reading Rocket Reward booklet contains some tips for parents on helping their child develop 
word reading and comprehension. 

 
Children also take home a word booklet containing the Common or Further Exception words they 
need to learn by sight because parts of the word cannot be sounded out. Parents are encouraged to 
support their child regularly with reading a set of words and to inform the teacher when their child 
can read the set. They can then move on to learning the next set of words. Children are rewarded for 
their achievements.   

 



11 
 

WRITING IMPLEMENTATION 

English is taught in a carefully developed sequence of learning based on rich text drivers. 

 

We ensure that a range of writing forms are covered over the course of the year for a range of 

purposes and audiences. 

 

Key skills are mapped out across the year for each rich text: 

 

 



12 
 

In addition to this, teachers use formative assessments to decide the skills children need to learn. 

From this, a clear sequence of learning is mapped out using the model we have adopted 

from Hampshire Inspection and Advisory Service.  

 

 
 

English learning journeys integrate reading, writing and spoken language and incorporate three 

phases of learning. This helps teach all aspects of writing in a purposeful way leading to effective 

writing outcomes. 

 
The first phase, ‘Stimulate and Generate’, introduces key texts. ‘Hook’ lessons engage 
children.  Children develop spoken language, drama, vocabulary and reading skills. During this phase, 
children complete a ‘Site of Application Write’, which is an opportunity to apply a previously taught 
genre/form in this new context. 
 
Phase two, ‘Capture, Sift and Sort’, provides children with an opportunity to learn grammar and 

punctuation needed for the final outcome. During this phase, children complete an ‘Apprentice 

Write’, which is a short writing opportunity to apply a new skill/s with a clear objective e.g. ‘give-it-a-

go’ sentences or a paragraph of a grammar technique.  

 
In the third phase, ‘Create, Refine, Evaluate’, children have the opportunity to plan, draft, edit and 
evaluate a piece of writing. 
 
Each learning journey includes differentiated tasks designed to ensure all children are supported and 
challenged. During and after sessions teachers give feedback to children and time is given to 
consolidate learning. 
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Planning front cover pages detail the key learning points for the journey, including vocabulary and 
what the unit builds on from previous units of learning and what comes next to further develop the 
genre and skills: 
 

 

Children’s front cover pages are shared with children and stuck in their books at the start of a new 

journey. These help children to understand the purpose of the journey by detailing how knowledge 

and skills will progress to inform the final outcome: 
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Vocabulary: 

Vocabulary Ninja displays across the school promote and develop new 

vocabulary.   

 

Spelling: 

Year 2 and Year 3 

Once children have completed the Year 1 Phonics programme, we use FFT’s ‘Spelling with the Jungle 
Club’ scheme in Year 2, Year 3 and beyond as appropriate. ‘Spelling with the Jungle Club’ is an online 
platform containing fun and engaging daily spelling lessons. The sequence of the spelling lesson on 
days 1-3 is mapped out as: review, teach, practise, apply. This mirrors FFT’s ‘Success for All Phonics’ 
lesson so pupils are familiar with how the lessons are structured. 

Each of these lesson parts has a name which 
links it to one of the Jungle Club characters: 

• Review: Remember with Ember Elephant 

• Teach: Learn with Lamar Lemur  

• Practise: Practise with Perry Panther 

• Apply: Try It with Tico Toucan 

On days 4 and 5, there is slight variation of this to ensure children have sufficient time to apply their 
new spelling skills, consolidate their learning and learn a special skill (contractions, homophones or 
singular possessive apostrophes). 

In line with EEF guidance for Improving Literacy in KS1, the following factors are considered: 

✓ Explicitly teach spelling 

✓ Practise to gain automaticity 

✓ Phonics first 

Within the Scope and Sequence document, teachers can clearly see which new skills are taught 
across each term and how they are broken down week by week. All of the relevant common 
exception words are covered. Also included in the Scope and Sequence of the programme are 
regular pause points to allow for consolidation of the skills covered so far. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 2 
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In Year 4 and above, we use the ‘No Nonsense 

Spelling Programme’, which provides a 

comprehensive yet accessible progression in the 

teaching of spelling. The focus of the programme is 

on the teaching of spelling, which embraces 

knowledge of spell- ing conventions – patterns and 

rules as well as common and further exception 

words.  

There is a clear progression through blocks of 

teaching units across the year, explaining how to 

teach spelling effectively.  

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children are encouraged to be independent spellers and are expected to apply rules they have 

learned when writing.  

During lessons, any topic or key words are provided on word mats and learning walls. Children are 

encouraged to independently use the resources within the room to spell correctly.  

Handwriting: 

In Year R and Year 1, children learn to print letters using the script they learn through the FFT 

‘Success for All’ Phonics scheme. Lessons are daily.  

   

In Year 2, as soon as the children demonstrate they are able to use the correct letter formation, they 

are introduced to cursive script and learn to join combinations of letters. We have high expectations 

that children are ready for this in the Autumn term. Lessons are daily. 
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Lower Key Stage 2 children will have at least three handwriting sessions a week and upper Key Stage 

2 children will have at least two handwriting sessions a week. Children will practise forming letters 

linked to phonics and spelling, as well as letters that are frequently formed incorrectly. 

Extra support will be provided to individual children who have difficulty with handwriting and 

presentation. The handwriting programme for Key Stage 1 should be followed for these children 

where appropriate.  

We teach children to sit with the right posture, hold a pen in the correct position and develop a 

legible handwriting style. 

All children are expected to use their neatest handwriting in all pieces of writing. When children 

have shown they can consistently join their writing using uniform letters, they are permitted to use a 

pen. 

Teachers are expected to role model the school’s handwriting style when writing on the board, in 

books and on displays.  
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IMPACT 

Through our high quality teaching of English, we aspire for all children to reach age-related 
expectations or above by the end of each year group. 
 
The overarching aim is for children to achieve high standards of language and literacy with a strong 
command of the spoken and written word, and a love of literature.  
 
Pen Portrait of a child at the end of each year group for Reading and Writing: 
 

 

 

 

 
Formative Assessment: 
 
On-going formative assessment or AFL is used across units. We use ‘Apprentice’ writes to help us to 
see the progress the children are making. We can then alter the planning and differentiation to 
challenge and support children further.  
 
At the end of our writing units, we have a final outcome whereby children have a further 
opportunity to apply their taught skills independently.  
 
We also use ‘Site of Application’ writes where children can recall learning from previous units so that 
they are able to show true mastery of a writing style.  
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Teachers use formative assessment to check if children have met the learning objective and then act 
appropriately through immediate intervention within the lesson, an additional lesson on a skill or a 
small group or 1:1 intervention. 
 
Half-termly basic skills assessments are completed in order to track progress and identify gaps. 
These include: 
 

 FFT Reading Assessment Programme from Year R through to Year 6, which includes assessment 
of Phonics, Blending, Common and Exception Word reading, fluency and comprehension 

 PM Benchmarks Assessments from Year 2, which includes a running record of text for word 
reading and fluency and comprehension, to support with assigning an appropriately pitch book 

 Spelling checks for Common and Further Exception words 

 
Summative Assessment: 
 
Summative assessment is completed termly in order to track progress children are making towards 
end of year expectations and to identify key groups and individuals who need additional support. 
This data is recorded on the Sonar Tracker system. 
 
Formal moderation is planned across the school at least termly to ensure judgements are consistent 
and robust.  
 
Staff are given up to date training based on developments in national assessments in order to 
support standardisation. 
 

Statutory Assessments: 
 
Summative assessment is also completed in the form of statutory assessments consisting of: 
 
- Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (Year R) 
- Phonics Screening Check (Year 1 and re-takes in Year 2) 
- Key Stage 2 tests in Reading and SPAG (Year 6) 
- Key Stage 2 Teacher Assessment in Writing (Year 6) 
 

Interventions: 
 
Children who require additional support are identified using a range of assessment information and 
will be supported through small group or one to one interventions. 
 
Many children from Year 1 – Year 5 are identified to take part in our tutoring programme, ‘Tutoring 
with The Lightning Squad’. This is a reading tutoring programme where pupils work in small groups 
with a tutor to improve their reading skills. The tutoring is a blended approach with face-to-face 
tutoring supported by an online tutoring platform. The tutoring activities are designed and 
structured to improve reading skills, fluency, comprehension, spelling and phonics.  

 
Monitoring and Evaluation: 
 
In addition to formative and summative assessment, the School Improvement Team completes 
regular monitoring and evaluation of English in order to identify where teaching and learning is 
effective and where improvements are needed. This ensures the quality of education remains 
consistently good across the school in order to get the best outcomes for the children. 


