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Year 4 – Spring 2 Newsletter!

We are excited to share what your children will be learning this term! Each subject 
has been carefully planned to build knowledge and skills in fun and engaging ways. 

Below is a summary of the units we will be exploring.

In Maths, we will be continuing our work on fractions, which includes 
converting mixed numbers to improper fractions, adding fractions, fraction 
families and finding fractions on a number line.

As we move through the half term, we will begin work on decimals and start 
to look at tenths, hundredths and thousandths. 

In Science, we will have a unit on Living Things. The children will learn 
about classification and have the opportunity to create their own 
classification charts.  We will have lessons on vertebrates, invertebrates 
and insects as well as teaching the children about energy pyramids and 
ecosystems. 

In Geography, we will learn more about the area local to the school. 
During the unit we will cover lessons on human and physical features 
of the location, how the land is used, how the land has changed over 
time using maps and photos to support the children’s understanding. 
We hope to take the children out for a walk in the local areas too. 

In English this half term we will be using two different books as out text drivers. 

Initially, we will finish our information text unit using the book We Travel So 
Far, which explores animal migration in different ways. The children will be 
tasked with replicating the type of text to create their own migration journal 
of an animal of their choice. 

Our second book is a  fiction book called ‘Greenling’.
We will use this book as a stimulus for the children to build skills to write a 
newspaper report that includes writing speech using appropriate 
punctuation and reported clauses. 



Art

Design and Technology 

History 

Religious Education

In Art, Year 4 will explore the medium of collage – so we’ll be asking for a 
lot of magazines and newspapers!
We will look at artwork, give our opinions and then try to replicate the 
style for artists including Eduardo Paolouzzi, Richard Hamilton, Stephanie 
Smith. There will be opportunities for the children to try new techniques, 
such as the cutting and reassembling technique and build on knowledge 
taught in previous units including positive and negative space. 

In Design and Technology, the children will explore how mechanical systems 
bring pictures to life. They will design and create moving picture projects 
using levers and linkages, developing their creativity and problem-solving 
skills. This hands-on unit will help them understand how simple 
mechanisms work, where they will also construct their own greetings card 
with moving parts.

Our History unit this term will focus on the English Civil War, starting with 
the reign of Charles I and the Great Remonstrance. We will move onto 
comparing and contrasting the beliefs of the opposing sides in the Civil 
War – Cavaliers and the Roundheads. Next there will be a lesson about the 
New Model Army and why Parliament wanted to create this new army and 
what changes were made. We will conclude the unit with a lesson about 
Oliver Cromwell and the changes he made and the impact of them. 

In RE lessons this term, the children will continue deepening their 
understanding of Sikhism with lessons on authority. They will have chance 
to know about what authority means and who has authority in their own 
lives, including at home, school and the community. We will then use this to 
support the children in understanding how religious texts are seen as an 
authority although they are not a person.

PSHE
For our PSHE unit this half term, we will have lessons under the theme of 
Healthy Me. We will have a visit from an oral health advisor about teeth as well 
as lessons for the children to understand choices they can make regarding their 
health, such as smoking. There will also be a large percentage of lessons 
dedicated to mental health and looking at the friendships and how they can 
contribute to well being. 



Physical Education

Spelling

Spelling this half term will involve having daily spelling lessons 
looking at Year ¾ common exception words and a range of 
spelling patterns which concentrates on adding prefixes and 
suffixes and understanding homophones (words that are 
spelled differently by sound the same).

In one session each week we will have an athletics lesson and 
teach a range of different skills, including running! The other 
lesson each week will be on Leadership and will help with 
children’s communication and organisation skills that can be 
applied in various games and physical activities. 

Music

French
In French, children In Woodpeckers will revise colour and size adjectives in 
French. We will use the colours to describe objects. We will practise the colour 
words in games and through looking in detail at the French artist – Henri 
Matisse. Finally, we will recreate some of Matisse’s artwork and use French 
words and sentences to describe our creations.  The children in Owls will revise 
and develop their knowledge of classroom instructions and objects in the  class 
in order to try and use the target language more regularly in lessons. 

Computing

This half term, for computing, we will continue our 
work about robots. In this unit, we will learn how to 
make the robot that we designed last half term and 
use exciting programs called TinkerCad.

This half term we will be forming a class band to learn the different 
parts of the song Dance Monkey. We will learn how to play the 
melody, the bass line and the drum part, alongside the vocals, and 
try to put it all together as a class band performance.




