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Music

Children will use the piece of classical music, In the Hall of 
the Mountain King, to inspire them to discuss and 
create music based on stories. Through listening to music, 
children will explore the different sounds of the instruments of 
the orchestra

French

This half term, Children will be learning how to greet people 
in French, including asking and answering basic questions 
about their names and how they are feeling.

This half term, in computing we will learn how to use blocks 
in order to write code. We will explore how to use sequencing 
to help write algorithms while developing our understanding 
of coding language. We will be using iPads and Chromebooks 
to explore creating code through CODE studio.





English

Maths

Science

Geography 

Year 4 - Spring1 Newsletter!

We are excited to share what your children will be learning this term! Each 

subject has been carefully planned to build knowledge and skills in fun and 

engaging ways. Below is a summary of the units we will be exploring.

In Maths, we will be focusing on multiplication and division. The content 
we will cover includes finding factors and factor pairs, using related 
facts and working through multiplication and division problems 
efficiently using the skills we have been building on since last term. This 
half term we will also cover length and perimeter as well as fractions 
which will help us to continue developing our knowledge of number 
from the previous units of work.

In science, we will dive into the fascinating world of sound. Children 
will explore how sounds are created, how they travel, and how we hear 
them. Through hands-on experiments, students will investigate 
vibrations, pitch, and volume, as well as how materials and distance 
affect sound. This unit will encourage curiosity and critical thinking, 
helping students connect their learning to the sounds in their 
everyday lives.

In Geography, we will focus on how coasts are formed, looking 
closely at the processes of erosion and how it shapes our coastlines. 
They will learn about the natural forces that cause erosion, and 
investigate how coastal defences are designed to protect our 
shores. Through engaging activities and case studies, students will 
develop an understanding of the importance of managing and 
preserving our coastal environments.

In English this half term we will be using two different books as out text drivers. 

Our first book is 8Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets9. The 
children will be tasked with writing their own Howler! 

Our second book is a Non Fiction book called 8We Travel so far9 which 
explores animal migration in different ways. The children will be 
tasked with replicating the type of text to create their own migration 
journal of an animal of their choice. 

To support the children in writing for purpose, we will be focussing on 
present perfect tense in our first unit and using time adverbials in the 
second.



Art

Design and Technology 

History 

Religious Education

We will then move on to 8Healthy Me.9 The children will look at family and friendship 
group dynamics and how unhealthy habits can impact our health. See attached the 
learning overview for both of these units. 

In art, Year 4 will explore how light and shadows are used in art. They 
will experiment with shading, silhouettes, and shadow effects like 
cross-hatching to create their own artworks. This unit will encourage 
creativity and show how light can make art more exciting and create 
the illusion of depth and dimension, building on the skills we worked 
on in the previous term. We will explore different artists, including 
Andy Warhol to inspire our own work and practice our new skills. 

In Design and Technology, the children will explore how mechanical 
systems bring pictures to life. They will design and create moving 
picture projects using levers and linkages, developing their creativity 
and problem-solving skills. This hands-on unit will help them 
understand how simple mechanisms work, where they will also 
construct their own greetings card with moving parts.

Our History unit This term will focus on the Stuart period, starting 
with the reign of James I and the Gunpowder Plot. They will explore 
the concept of divine rule, the connections between money and 
conflict, and how religion influenced disputes during Charles I9s 
reign. Students will also examine artefacts to uncover what they 
reveal about life in this fascinating period of history.

In RE lessons this term, the children will continue deepening their 
understanding of Sikhism and making comparisons to Christianity, 
exploring the theme of 8belonging9 and 8community9. They will have 
chance to study different ceremonies that encourage the sense of 
belonging and community, considering how these concepts might 
make us feel. 

PSHE
For our PSHE unit this half term, we will be learning more about Dreams 
and Goals. This includes identifying our own hopes and dreams, and how 
this makes us feel, along with identifying how we feel and what we could 
do about dreams that don9t get fulfilled. 



Physical Education

Spelling

Spelling this half term will involve having daily spelling 
lessons looking at Year ¾ common exception words and 
a range of spelling patterns which concentrates on 
adding prefixes and suffixes and understanding 
homophones (words that are spelled differently by 
sound the same).

In the first unit, we will focus on dance, where the children 
will learn and develop shapes and circles and create 
sequences of movement with these through partnering and 
artistry.

Music
This term9s music lessons will focus on British rock, 
where children will explore how bands like The Beatles 
and The Rolling Stones transformed popular music into 
a new style. Children will also explore the influences 
from African American blues and traditional music from 
India.  

French
In French, children will learn colour and size adjectives 
in French. We will use the colours to describe objects. 
We will practise the colour words in games and 
through looking in detail at the French artist – Henri 
Matisse. Finally, we will recreate some of Matisse9s 
artwork and use French words and sentences to 
describe our creations. 

Computing

This half term, for computing, we will start of by 
exploring a unit about robots. In this unit, we will learn 
how to: research effectively to collect information; create 
a questionnaire to gather information and design our 
own robot.





Owls and Woodpeckers   

English 

In English this half term, we 

will be using the text 8The 
Promise9 to write 
a letter in role as 

one of the 

characters. 

Maths 

In maths this half term, we 

will be continuing to learn 

about fractions 

and we will be 

starting to learn 

about 

decimals.  

Guided Reading 

In Guided Reading, we will 

be using the text Rhythm of 

the Rain and the poem The 

River to develop 

our fluency, recall 

and inference 

skills. 

Science – Animals including 

humans,  

We will be learning about 

the human 

digestive system 

and our teeth. 

We will compare 

these with other 

animals; whilst 

we also explore teeth 

health 

Geography – Mapping 

London’s Changes 

The children will explore, 

through digital 

technologies, the physical 

geographic changes, the 

land use and will develop a 

more in-depth 

understanding of why 

places change.  

History – Vikings 

The children will learn about 

Viking exploration, Viking 

ships, the raiding of 

monasteries, religious beliefs 

and the story of King 

Canute and the waves. 

They will also be asking and 

answering 

questions from 

archaeological 

evidence.  

PE – Agility and Balance 

In this unit, 

the children 

will develop 

and apply 

their reaction, 

response, and 

floor work 

balance through focused 

skill development sessions, 

healthy competition and 

cooperative games.   

Music – Recorder 

We are continuing to make 

progress in our recorder 

playing. We will practise the 

three notes learnt so far, 

and learn more new notes 

to allow us 

to play 

more 

complex 

pieces.  

French – Transport 
In French this half 

term, we will be 

learning about 

types of transport and how to 

say that we are going to 

places in France. We will also 

discuss the geography of 

France and learn more about 

the capital city, Paris. We will 

also continue to build on our 

knowledge of French phonics 

Computing  

In this unit, we will 

evaluate a range 

of websites, 

explore different website 

features and use these to 

design our own website.  

RE – Celebration 

The children will investigate 

the reasons and 

importance of celebrations.  

PSHE  

The children will be learning 

about relationships this half 

term. See the 

Knowledge 

Organiser attached 

for more details.  

DT 

In this unit, children will continue to learn about a varied and healthy diet. 

They will use seasonal vegetables to create a salad snack such as a wrap or 

a filled pita.  



 


