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Year 4 - Autumn 2 Newsletter!

Our poetry English unit uses a poem by Roger McGough titled ‘The Lost
Lost Property Office’ to inspire writing our own poem! We will consider
rhyming couplets, syllables in each line as well as what might be left in a
lost property office for our own poems!

Our first English unit will explore diary writing using the book 
‘Leon and The Place Between’. The children will be immersing 
themselves in the text and genre of fiction and diary writing to 
enable them to write in role by the end of the unit. 

We are excited to share what your children will be learning this term! Each subject 
has been carefully planned to build knowledge and skills in fun and engaging ways. 

Below is a summary of the units we will be exploring.

In Maths, we will be focusing on strengthening and extending the children’s 
understanding of multiplication and division, through our core maths lessons, 
maths fluency lessons and maths mastery lessons. We will go over the 
following times tables:
3s, 6s, 9s, 12s, 11s, and 7s. 

Our Science unit will focus on states of matter. Children will learn about 
the different states of matter, including solids, liquids and gases and will 
use this knowledge to complete scientific enquiries and investigations 
about changing states. By the end of this unit, children will have a secure 
understanding about the relationship between these three states of 
matter and will be introduced to the process of evaporation and 
condensation as part of the water cycle. 

In Geography, we will be diving into the study of Russia – One County –
Two continents. The children will explore the physical geography of the 
region and learn how it shapes human activity. We will compare the 
climate of the different biomes in Russia with that of the UK and discuss 
how the different weather impacts tourism and everyday life in these 
areas.



Art

History 

PSHE

Religious Education

The unit for the first half term is ‘Celebrating Differences.’ Owls and 
Woodpeckers will explore challenges and differences people face in their 
everyday life and how they overcome these challenges. Please see the 
attached knowledge organiser for this unit at the end of this newsletter! 

This half term in art, we will be focusing on elements of art, including 
positive and negative space. This will allow children to build up their 
sketching skills to support perception, depth and dimension. During this 
unit we will look at work from artists Paul Cezanne, Picasso and Keith 
Haring to understand different ways of using space. 

Our History unit will continue to focus on the Romans, where this half 
term we will be exploring the Roman Empire and the Republic of Rome 
and how this impacted daily life. They will explore how the governments 
were different, the assassination of Julius Caesar, as well as how 
entertainment was used to control the masses. 

In RE lessons this half term, the focus will shift to exploring Christian and 
Sikh rituals, where the children will compare and discuss the significance of 
these practices in both faiths. This unit will offer valuable insights into the 
similarities and differences between religious traditions and how they are 
observed in daily life and will give children opportunities to discuss any 
rituals they observe in their families which they can compare to Christian 
and Sikh rituals. We also look forward to visiting Holy Saviour Church as part 
of this unit to help the children understand different religious rituals. 



Physical Education

Spelling

Spelling this half term will involve having daily spelling lessons 
using Jungle Spelling. These will include some Year 3/4 
Common Exception Words. Please use your child’s half termly 
homework booklet during the respective weeks to support 
your child with their spellings. 

This half term in PE, the children will focus on basketball for their outdoor 
PE sessions, where children will learn how to control, dribble and pass the 
ball, as well as strides, jumps and pivots used in basketball.

In their indoor PE sessions, Owls and Woodpeckers will be learning dance 
through our ‘Greatest Showman’ topic. Children will learn different moves 
which include those with different levels, balances and patterns both 
individually and as part of a group in unison whilst performing

Music
In Music we will be looking at Minimalist music. This will 
involve discussing this interesting genre and its features, and 
then using improvising and composing skills to work in 
groups to create our own minimalist music with the 
glockenspiels and iPads.

French
In our French learning this half term we will revise the 
numbers we learnt in year 3 and extend our knowledge of 
numbers up to 31. We will then learn the vocabulary for the 
months and seasons in order to be able to describe our 
birthdays in French.

Computing

This half term, in computing we will learn how to use blocks 
and programming through the Scratch application.. We will 
explore adapting code and programmes to create movements 
and animations




